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Who am I? 

• the Accelerator Guy 
• MBA -> Entrepreneur -> Elemental 

Excelerator -> Free Electrons -> 
accelerator architect -> Author 

• Accelerators are my trimtab 
• This is why I care…







Trimtab



Cleantech

• Climate change is my issue (it’s yours too) 
• Cleantech is my leverage point
• Accelerators are my trimtab
• That’s why I care…

Carbontech Oceantech Clean Meat 
Systems 
innovations 

What Do I do? 



• Climate change is my issue (it’s yours too) 
• Cleantech is my leverage point
• Accelerators are my trimtab
• That’s why I care…What Do I do? 



1. What is an Accelerator?! 
2. Why an accelerator? Do they 

work? 
3. Business Model



So, What is An Accelerator?!



• A co-working space?  
• A training program? 
• They give entrepreneurs money?  
• They take equity? 

What is an accelerator?



• Industry x geography x stage 
• for… or nonprofit 
• Equity… or not 
• Cash…or not 
• co-working… or not 

Yes!  
every program is a snowflake





• Accelerators get companies 
(theoretically) further, faster.  

• Cash for equity… usually  
• They nucleate and rationalize 

ecosystems 



So, Why An Accelerator?!



• effective use of capital to create 
innovation/solve problems 

• good for entrepreneurs: more 
support, better advice 

• good for investors: vetted deal 
flow and co-investors 

Money & impact 



Do Accelerators work?



• Better customer traction 
• More success raising money  
• More revenue & employees 
• They also kill companies (through 

creative destruction)

Yes! 
Do Accelerators work?







Business Models













Thanks!

ryankushner@gmail.com
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