
What is Green Entrepreneurship?



Responding to Problems

 Niccolo Machiavelli (1469-1527)

 “Entrepreneurs are simply those who 

understand that there is little 

difference between an obstacle 

and an opportunity and are able to 

turn both to their advantage.”
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(Re)defining Entrepreneurship

 It could be about starting a business

 But it could also be about other “ventures”:

 Creating a viable social enterprise

 Operating a successful not-for-profit structure

 Mobilizing new tools that will benefit communities



Defining Entrepreneurship

A misperception that entrepreneurship is defined strictly in financial 

terms, or in terms of profit-seeking

 Many economists suggest that entrepreneurship is about organizing 

 Human and other resources

 Investment and capital

 Technology  and other tools

to create structures that turn an idea (invention) into a viable 

innovation.

This broader definition encompasses concepts like the “triple bottom 

line”, and “social entrepreneurship”



Some things never change…

Entrepreneurship

Organizing 

➢ Human and other resources

➢ Investment and capital

➢ Technology and other tools

to create structures that turn an idea 

(invention) into a viable innovation.



Some things never change…

Entrepreneurship Sustainable Development

Sustainable Development is not a 

fixed state of harmony, but rather a 

process of change in which

➢ the exploitation of resources,

➢ the direction of investments,

➢ the orientation of technological 

development

➢ and institutional change

are made consistent with future as 

well as present needs.

Organizing 

➢ Human and other resources

➢ Investment and capital

➢ Technology and other tools

to create structures that turn an idea 

(invention) into a viable innovation.







Thinking about Green Entrepreneurs
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New Tools, Software, Systems & 
Technologies

Energy Technologies

Water Treatment Technologies

Remediation Technologies

Predictive AI Tools

New or Improved Products & Product 
Development

Recycled & Low Footprint Products

Waste Reduction Systems

Green Fashion

Organic and Zero Waste Food Products

Trade & Commerce Platforms & 
Networks

Online Marketplaces

Green Distribution Systems

Consumer-focused Apps

Circular Economy Networks

Advisory Services, Consulting & 
Education

Training & Education

Technical Advisory Services

Sustainability Measurement & Planning

Consulting Services



Challenges for Green Entrepreneurs



Real 
Rollouts

Pivot 
Problems

Scalability 
Setbacks

Funding 
Failures

Regulatory 
Restrictions

Platform 
Pitfalls

Inexpert 
EIRs

Challenges for Green Entrepreneurs



How Green 

Entrepreneurs 

differ:

Real Rollouts



How 

cleantech 

differs: Real 

Rollouts



How Green 
Entrepreneurs 
differ:
Scalability 
Setbacks



Scalability setbacks



Scalability 

setback 

solutions

 “Off-Grid” approaches 

to local solutions

 Smaller-scale 

interventions lower in the 

supply chain of the 

target sector

 CLT Joules incubator in 

Charlotte, NC has a deal 

with Duke Energy to 

introduce new 

technology directly into 

their operations



Green Entrepreneurship 

Workshop Series



Looking at the Needs of Green 

Entrepreneurs


